In an elaborate, ingenious, and valuable work recently produced at Berlin, by Dr W. L. Kueneke, and entitled, " Die vier Factoren der Geburt. Grundzuege einer Physik der Geburt," several alleged phenomena in the mechanism of labour are for the first time described. Of these, the synclitic movement of the foetal head in its course through the true pelvis appears to me to be one of the most important. It is alleged to be followed by a quite opposite kind of movement of the head as it begins to distend the perineum, called the enclitic movement. It is my object at present to investigate this so-called synclitic move- ment, that it may be confirmed and accepted, if found to be true ; and that it may be rejected, if found to be false, and the older views confirmed, elucidated, and explained. All this is particularly necessary, because the character of the progress of the foetal head in the true pelvis, whether synclitic or oblique, has never attracted the attention which it deserves. In the sequel, indeed, I hope to satisfy the student that Kueneke himself, while fully alive to the importance of the subject, has omitted to bring to bear upon its discussion one of the chief agencies influencing it, and some collateral results throwing light upon it.
In order to explain, first of all, what is meant by the synclitic movement of the foetal head in its progress through the pelvic cavity, I go back to refer to some points in its progress through the first part of the same bony canal. It is well known* that Naegele described the foetal head as entering the brim of the pelvis obliquely as regards the plane of the brim,?that is, with its vertical axis not in the direction of the axis of the brim ; with the plane of a horizontal section of the head not in the plane of the brim, but with the edge of this imaginary horizontal plane which looks anteriorly advancing first, with a lateral obliquity, in a position involving left lateral flexion of the foetal head. Adapting Kueneke's unchanged relations, in the direction of the axis of the brim till it is arrested by the sacrum and the floor of the pelvis. In this way it often advances unchanged even till the vertex is nearly pressing on the coccyx. Up to this point its progress is direct, unchanged, because it has met with no special resistance ; the vertical axis of the head is still parallel to the axis of the brim. So long as the head was passing through the upper half of the pelvic cavity, the plane of the vertex was synclitic with the successive parallel planes of that part of the pelvis. But there was no new mechanism to produce this synclitism.
The head simply advanced in unchanged position thus far.
As I have already said, it generally advances still farther in the same direction, and till it meets the resistance of the lower half of the sacrum and floor of the pelvis, maintaining its original position towards the axis of the brim ; the axis of the brim still, when continued downwards, traversing the sagittal suture. But as soon as it so advances beyond the middle of the pelvis, beyond the transverse sectional plane which passes through the middle of the third sacral vertebra, it ceases to be synclitic with the succeeding planes, and it never regains completely its original synclitism such as it had in the upper half of the pelvis. The axis of the second half of the pelvic cavity is never again (unless, indeed A number of questions were put to Dr Duncan, for the purpose of further elucidating the subject.
